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FIRST EDITION DECEMBER 2017FIRST EDITION DECEMBER 2017FIRST EDITION DECEMBER 2017FIRST EDITION DECEMBER 2017     

We worship, welcome, witness, teach and serve in the name of  Jesus Christ. 

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

21 South Bedford Street, Carlisle, PA 17013 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 

The front page of our December newsletter usually includes an Advent/Christmas-themed article, setting the 

stage for what will be happening around here in the weeks to come. Don’t worry–you’ll find lots of infor-

mation inside these pages about everything from the Hanging of the Greens to the times of our Christmas Eve 

services!  
 

This December, however, we want to highlight our deep gratitude for your thoughtful and enthusiastic re-

sponse to the feasibility study interviews and focus group conducted November 11-13. Our consultant, Pastor 

Renee LiaBraaten, spoke to almost 70 people that weekend! Your feedback was so incredibly helpful–what we 

heard was a deep love for our congregation and hope for its future, almost unanimous agreement that “we 

need to do something” about our building, and concerns about the scope, scale and cost of the current vision 

for the project. 

Can I give now? 

During feasibility study interviews, several people 

asked Pastor LiaBraaten if they could make gifts to-

ward our anticipated building project before the end 

of this calendar year, even though we have not offi-

cially begun a capital campaign. The simple answer 

is, “of course!” 
 

Our Maintenance Reserve Fund (soon to be re-

named the Building for Mission Fund) consists of 

bequests and contributions designated for the fund 

either by the donor or by Congregation Council. 

This fund was created several years ago as part of 

our strategic planning; as authorized by the congre-

gation at its September 24, 2017, special meeting, we 

are using the fund (which has a current balance of 

approximately $250,000) to pay for architectural and 

engineering services as well as for the feasibility 

study. 
 

Gifts to the Building for Mission Fund must be re-

ceived in the office by 4:30 p.m. Friday, December 

29, or placed in the offering plate on Sunday, De-

cember 31, to be reflected on your 2017 contribu-

tion statement. 

Doing some end-of-year tax planning? 

During the past few years, First Lutheran has re-

ceived several monetary gifts which qualified as 

“qualified charitable distributions” from the donors’ 

IRAs. A “qualified charitable distribution” is a distri-

bution from an IRA owned by an individual age 70½ 

or over and paid directly from the IRA to a qualified 

charity (which First Lutheran is). Please consult with 

your tax advisor to determine whether you are eligi-

ble to make a “qualified charitable distribution” and 

whether doing so would be advantageous to you. If 

so, please consider making such a distribution to our 

Building for Mission fund! 

Pastor LiaBraaten will be here on Sunday, January 7, 

2018, to provide a full feasibility study report to the 

congregation. In the meantime, we have asked our 

architects, Marotta/Main, to think about how we 

might stage the different elements of the project so 

that we are not attempting to do, and finance, every-

thing all at once. Our committee continues to meet 

with our architects every two weeks, and we are con-

fident that we can develop a master plan that will 

make sense for our congregation. Thank you again 

for your participation in the feasibility study and for 

your continued prayers! 

            The Building for Mission Steering Committee 

In case you missed them...the Building for Mission 

drawings will be in the Martin Luther Room lounge 

for the next few weeks! 
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Mark your calendars now for these important upcoming events! 
Dickinson Orchestra Concert — Friday, December 1, 7 p.m.  
 

Hanging of the Greens/Youth Activity — Sunday, Dec. 3, immediately following the 10:30 a.m. 
service 
 

Cantate Carlisle Concerts — Saturday, December 9 at 8 p.m. & Sunday, December 10 at 3 p.m. 
 

Carlisle Homeschool Children & Youth Choir Concert — Friday, December 15, 7 p.m.  
 

Advent Lessons & Carols followed by dinner and the ‘Round-the-Tree Carol Sing — Sunday, 
December 17 at 4 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 24 — one service at 10 a.m. (Advent IV); Christmas Eve services at 4, 7 & 10 
p.m. 
 

Men’s Retreat — Saturday, January 13, 2018, from 8:30-12 noon 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. Commemoration March & Service (hosted at First Lutheran) — Sunday, 
January 14, 2018 — 2:45 p.m. march begins; 4 p.m. service  
 

Youth/Family Ice Skating at Twin Ponds — Sunday, January 21, 2018, from 2-4 p.m.  

“I am the bread of  life” 
 

The Worship and Music Committee recently voted to 

begin using loaves of bread, rather than wafers, for 

most communion services at First Lutheran. 
 

While the individual wafers we have been using for 

years are convenient, there is something quite powerful 

about seeing, breaking and sharing a loaf of bread as we 

gather around Christ’s table. 
 

As the ELCA’s statement The Use of the Means of Grace 

explains, “A loaf of bread and a chalice are encouraged 

since they signify the unity which the sacrament be-

stows...The use of leavened bread is the most ancient 

attested practice of the Church and gives witness to the 

connection between the Eucharist and ordinary life.”  
 

We will begin using loaves of bread on Sunday morn-

ings during the season of Advent. We will continue to 

use wafers when we commune by intinction at large 

festival services, such as Christmas Eve and Easter, and 

at funerals. 
 

Though using bread can be a bit messier – not every 

piece torn from a loaf is the same size, some pieces are 

all crust, crumbs fall to the floor – our prayer is always 

this:  

“As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill were 

gathered into one to become our bread; so may all your 

people from all the ends of earth be gathered into one in 

you.” [ELW 465, based on the Didache] 

 

 Gifts for under our Christmas tree 

 

On Sunday, December 3, 

our youth will be wrapping 

large empty boxes with 

Christmas paper (leaving the 

top open). These boxes will 

be available for you to take 

home and fill during Advent 

with needed items for clients 

of  the Domestic Violence shelter and Carlisle 

Family Life Center (a list of  needed items will 

be provided). You can add an item each day as 

part of  your Advent devotions or fill the box 

on a Christmas shopping trip. 

 

We hope that you will stick a bow on your 

filled box, bring it to worship on Christmas 

Eve, and put it under the chrismon Christmas 

tree in the nave! 

 

Help us celebrate the birth of  Jesus by shar-

ing with our neighbors in need! 
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One service will be held at 10 a.m. on Sunday,  

December 24. Please celebrate the Fourth Sunday of  Ad-

vent with us in the morning and return at 4, 7 or 10 p.m. for 

Christmas Eve worship! 

Advent and Christmas worship at First LutheranAdvent and Christmas worship at First LutheranAdvent and Christmas worship at First LutheranAdvent and Christmas worship at First Lutheran    
 

Advent Evening Prayer: Images of  Advent 

Wednesdays, December 6, 13 and 20, at 7 p.m. 
(preceded by a light soup supper at 6:15 p.m.) 

 Evening prayer is a beautiful service of  light, praise, silence, 

and prayer. Join us as we gather for these approximately 30 mi-

nute-long mid-week services to help prepare the way of  the 

Lord! Each week, we will focus on a different Advent image: 

“Dawn is breaking,” “Our King comes,” and “Born to set us 

free”. If  your schedule permits, join us in the Martin Luther 

Room for a light supper beforehand. 

 

Lessons and Carols 

Sunday, December 17, at 4 p.m. 

Through bible readings, hymn singing and anthems by our 

choirs, we will re-tell the story of  how God sent Jesus to us as 

a little baby. Join us for this beautiful service and for the light 

supper and ‘Round-the-Tree carol sing that follows! 

 

 

All three of  our Christmas Eve services include communion and candle-

lighting as we sing Silent Night together. Our 4 p.m. service is a spoken service 

with several Christmas carols. Our 7 p.m. service is a children and family-

oriented service, with children and youth participating in worship leadership. Our 10 p.m. service 

is a full festival Christmas celebration, with music by our Chancel Choir.  

Christmas Eve 

Sunday, December 24, at 4 p.m., 7 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
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NURSERY (10:30 A.M.): 

12/3 Sarah Niebler and Robin Orner 

12/10 Kathy Hall and Alecia Staley 

12/17 Cindy Allgyer and Jeri Fitzsimons 

12/24 10 a.m. — Nancy Ingram and Cindy Markle 

12/31 Hope Miller and Darlene Ramond 

ACOLYTES (10:30 A.M.): 

12/3 Ben Galbraith 

12/10 Ainslee Martin 

12/17 Ian Galbraith 

12/24 10 a.m. — Elise Erickson 

12/31 Michael Raphael 

ASSISTING MINISTERS: 

(8 A.M.) (10:30 A.M.) 

12/3 Sandy Kohler 12/3 David Erickson 

12/10 Terri Myers 12/10 Sarah Niebler 

12/17 Chuck Martin 12/17 Josh Staley 

12/24      10 a.m. — Caryn Carr 

12/31 Jacqueline Cook 12/31 Taylor Miller 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

(10:30 A.M.): 

12/3 Karen Hollen and Hope Miller 

12/10 Sam Orner and Kathy Hall 

12/17 Sandy Jumper and Sandy Kohler 

12/24 10 a.m. — Taylor Miller and Karen Hollen 

12/31 Michelle Fisher and Madelynne Staley 

LECTORS: 

(8 A.M.) (10:30 A.M.) 

12/3 Amy Baish 12/3 Hope Miller 

12/10 Sandy Jumper 12/10 Michelle Fisher 

12/17 Jacqueline Cook 12/17 David Erickson 

12/24      10 a.m. — Josh Staley 

12/31 Joan Inners 12/31 Roger Williams GREETERS (10:30 A.M.): 

12/3 Sterlen and Evelyn Sheaffer 

12/10 Jane Ewing and Dee Weigel 

12/17 Lois Quigley and Kathy Brunie 

12/24 10 a.m. — Hope and Taylor Miller 

12/31 Sam and Robin Orner 

Christmas Eve Services: 

12/24 4 p.m. — Hope Miller 

 7 p.m. — YOUTH 

 10 p.m. — Robin Orner  

Christmas Eve Services: 

12/24 4 p.m. — Lisa Newton 

 7 p.m. — YOUTH 

 10 p.m. — Robin Orner 

Christmas Eve Services: 

12/24 4 p.m. — Taylor Miller 

 7 p.m. — YOUTH 

 10 p.m. — Josh Staley, Madelynne Staley, 

  Ben Galbraith 

Christmas Eve Services: 

12/24 4 p.m. — Rich Wood 

 7 p.m. — YOUTH 

 10 p.m. — Caryn Carr and Janet Jacobs 

Advent Evening Prayer 

 (7 P.M.): 

12/6 Rich Wood 

12/13 Taylor Miller 

12/20 Sarah Niebler 
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Poinsettia and 

wreath orders are 

due in the church 

office by Sunday, 

December 17. 
 

Order forms are available in the 

narthex and in the church office or 

you can call the church office at 

717-249-3310. 

FLOWER DISTRIBUTION 

(10:30 A.M.): 

12/3 Bill and Mary Ann Schirmer 

12/10 Babette Hoch 

12/17 Nancy Baish 

12/24 10 a.m. — Cindy Allgyer 

12/31 Ann Roeder 

COMMUNION SETUP/CLEANUP: 

(8 A.M.) (10:30 A.M.) 

12/3 Monica Frederick 12/3 Taylor and Hope Miller 

12/10 Lisa Newton 12/10 Kathy Brunie and Lois Quigley 

12/17 Terri Myers 12/17 Yvonne Karper and Ruth Osborne 

12/24      10 a.m. — Robin Orner 

12/31 Monica Frederick 12/31 Janet Jacobs and Kathy Hall 

USHERS & YOUTH USHERS (10:30 A.M.): 

December Head Usher: David Stum 

12/3 William Burkholder, Don Fraley, Ian Galbraith (youth) 

12/10 Cindy Markle, Robin Orner, Josh Staley 

12/17 Bob Baker, Don Osborne, Ethel Simmons 

12/17 4 p.m. Lessons and Carols — Cindy Jones, Roger Williams 

12/24 10 a.m. — Cindy Allgyer, Kathy Brunie, Luke Erickson (youth) 

12/31 Blanche Drumheiser, Matt Drumheiser, Steve Hogg,  

 Callie Culbertson (youth) 

USHER/GREETER 
(8 A.M.): 
 

12/3 Sandy Jumper 

12/10 Sandy Kohler 

12/17 Roger Williams 

12/24 One Service at 10 a.m. 

12/31 Gary Newton 

Christmas Eve Services: 

12/24 4 p.m. — Sam and Robin Orner 

 7 p.m. — YOUTH 

 10 p.m. — Ken Egolf, Jered Hock, Alecia Staley 

 

USHERS NEEDED! 
 

Usher volunteers are needed for the 

10:30 a.m. worship service. We are 

especially in need of individuals 

willing to serve as a head usher for a 

month at a time. If you are interested 

in serving at the 10:30 a.m. service or 

would like to be added to the 

greeter/usher schedule at 8 a.m., 

please call the church office. 
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Taylor, Brynlee ............................. 12/1 

Van Orden, Philip ......................... 12/1 

Butts, April .................................. 12/2 

Stone, Jeremy ............................. 12/2 

Weaver, Zachary ........................ 12/2 

Franklin, Kayla ............................. 12/3 

Jones, David ................................ 12/4 

Anderson, Timothy ..................... 12/5 

Fulton, Martha ............................ 12/5 

Gitt Jr., Charles ......................... 12/6 

Snyder, Michelle ......................... 12/6 

Franklin, Chelsea ......................... 12/7 

Stuart, Harrison ....................... 12/12 

Raphael, Michael ....................... 12/14 

Osborne, Donald ....................... 12/15 

Guadalupe, Jamie ...................... 12/17 

Ward, Juliet .............................. 12/17 

Haggerty, Tammara ................. 12/21 

Raphael, Sarah .......................... 12/22 

Schirmer, Mary Ann ................. 12/22 

Foote, Gertrude ........................ 12/23 

Cozort, Kace .............................. 12/24 

Anderson, Trent ....................... 12/25 

Yocum, Elizabeth ...................... 12/25 

Orenyo, Phyllis .......................... 12/27 

Hogg, Stephen ........................... 12/28 

Stuart, Douglas ......................... 12/28 

Jacobs, Janet ............................ 12/31 

December	12		.....	Richard	&	Shirley	Chamberlain	(64	years)	

December	21	.............	Lawrence	&	Marjorie	Shenk	(59	years)	

 

Please note that the 

church office will be 

closed on Monday and 

Tuesday, Dec. 25 & 26, 

for the Christmas holi-

day. 

 

To the members of First Lutheran, 
 

I would like to thank the members of the church 

for your prayers and concerns after my recent or-

thopedic surgery. 

A special thanks to Robin for juggling my service 

responsibilities and find substitutes (and also to 

those subs). Thanks [to] Pastor Leber for her call. 

The delivery of flowers [was] a definite plus when 

you cannot get out. 

Thanks for being my church family. 
 

Sandy Kohler 

 

Thank you so much for your prayers, visits and 

bringing Holy Communion to us. 

To Bill Schirmer for delivering the altar flowers and 

for all the prayers on our behalf. 
 

Sincerely, 

Sterlen & Evelyn Sheaffer 
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Week of: Attendance Offering 

Sept. 25 — Oct. 1 117 $9,516.33 

Oct. 2 — 8 144 $9,183.61 

Oct. 9 — 15 133 $2,509.70 

Oct. 16 — 22 122 $6,286.70 

Oct. 23 — 29 129 $9,321.60 

 

SUMMARY OF ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING  
 

First Lutheran held its 2017 annual meeting on Sunday, November 12, 2017, at 12:25 p.m. There were 

approximately 78 voting members in attendance. Listed below are the actions taken during the meeting. 
 

The minutes of the 2016 annual congregation meeting and of the September 24, 2017, special 

congregation meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 

The congregation elected five members to fill council seats for 2018. John Bartko, Kathy Brunie, 

Don Fraley, Lisa Kratzer, and Sarah Niebler were elected to three-year terms. The congregation also 

elected Ken Egolf, Leann Erickson, and Roger Williams to serve on the 2018 Nominating Committee. 
 

The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed and approved. 
 

The congregation received and approved First Lutheran’s 2018 proposed Mission Spending Plan 

of $587,100.00 and the proposed Capital Projects Budget of $98,200.00. 
 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 1 p.m. 

Offering envelopes for 2018 are available 

in the narthex. Please make sure you pick 

up your box of  envelopes for the new 

year. If  you have any questions, please 

contact Robin in the church office (717-

249-3310). 

O come, O come, Emmanuel! 
 

The staff of First Lutheran wishes you and yours a 

blessed Advent, a merry Christmas and joy in the 

new year! 

 
        Robin, Erin, John, Andy, Pastor  

        Lorenz and Pastor Leber 

Attendance and OfferingAttendance and OfferingAttendance and OfferingAttendance and Offering    
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    ADULT FORUM 

The Adult Forum is currently 

studying a ten-week video-based 

series entitled The American 

Protestant Experience. This se-

ries, led by Rich Wood, provides 

a historical context to the differ-

ent Protestant churches in Ameri-

ca. The course ends on December 17. 

Beginning January 8, Pastor Leber will lead a discus-

sion of the book entitled The Good Funeral: Death, 

Grief and The Community of Care by Thomas G. 

Long and Thomas Lynch. (Look for more information 

in your December bulletins.) 

Come as often or as little as you can. We welcome all 

adults Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. in room 16. 

Please join us! The Adult Forum will not meet on 

Sundays, December 24 and 31. 

The ‘Round-the-Tree Carol Sing festivities are 

here: 

Christmas music, singing Christmas carols, deli-

cious food and great fun! 

Anyone wishing to play with the Christmas Ensem-

ble should sign up in the church office where music 

sheets will be available. Practices will be held on 

Wednesdays, December 6 & 13, at 5 p.m. in the 

Martin Luther Room.  

Also, anyone interested in helping with decorating 

or providing a food item toward the meal should 

sign up at the church office. A planning meeting 

has been scheduled for Thursday, December 7, 

at 5 p.m. in Festal Hall. Please join us! 

The ‘Round-the-Tree Carol Sing will begin at 5:30 

p.m., following the Lessons & Carols 

service at 4 p.m. 

Please sign up and join us for all the fun 

and festivities! And if you have jingle 

bells, please bring them along!  
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Fri., Dec. 1  — 7 p.m. — Dickinson Orchestra Concert 

Sat., Dec. 2 — 3-4 p.m. — Tai Chi — Festal Hall 

Sun., Dec. 3 — 11:30 a.m. — Hanging of the Greens & Youth Ac$vity 

Tues., Dec. 5 — 2-3 p.m. — Staff Mee$ng 

   6 p.m. — MLK Commemora$on Commi.ee 

   6:30 p.m. — Lutheran Camping Corpora$on Board Mee$ng 

   7-10 p.m. — Cantate Carlisle Rehearsal 

Wed., Dec. 6  — 9:30-11 a.m. — WELCA Bible Study 

  6:15 p.m. — Soup Supper 

  7 p.m. — Advent Evening Prayer 

  7:30 p.m. — Worship & Music Commi.ee 

Thurs., Dec. 7 — 5 p.m. — ‘Round-the-Tree Planning Commi.ee — Festal Hall 

Fri., Dec. 8 — 6:30-10 p.m. — Cantate Carlisle Rehearsal 

Sat., Dec. 9 — 9 a.m.-12 noon—Carlisle Homeschool Children & Youth Choir Rehearsal  

  3-4 p.m. — Tai Chi — Festal Hall 

  8 p.m. — Cantate Carlisle Concert  

Sun., Dec. 10 — 3 p.m. — Cantate Carlisle Concert 

Mon., Dec. 11  — 6:30 p.m. — Building for Mission Steering Commi.ee 

Tues., Dec. 12 — 9:30-11 a.m. — LWR Quil$ng Group 

  2-3 p.m. — Staff Mee$ng 

Wed., Dec. 13 — 8:30 a.m. — FL Volunteers at Project SHARE Distribu$on 

  5:30 p.m. — Property Commi.ee 

  6:15 p.m. — Soup Supper 

  7 p.m. — Advent Evening Prayer 

Fri., Dec. 15 — 7 p.m. — Carlisle Homeschool Children & Youth Choir Rehearsal 

Sat., Dec. 16 —  7:30 a.m. — Men’s Huddle — at Momma Spriggs 

  9 a.m.-12 noon — Lessons & Carols Rehearsal 

  3-4 p.m. — Tai Chi — Festal Hall 

Sun., Dec. 17 — 11:40 a.m. — Cherub Choir Rehearsal — Choir Room 

  4 p.m. — Lessons & Carols 

  6:15 p.m. — Supper 

  5:30 p.m. — ’Round-the-Tree Carol Sing 

Tues., Dec. 19 — 2-3 p.m. — Staff Mee$ng 

  6:30 p.m. — Congrega$on Council 

Wed., Dec. 20 —  8-11 a.m. — Head Start — Festal Hall 

  6:15 p.m. — Soup Supper 

  7 p.m. — Advent Evening Prayer 

 

� Bell Choir –  

      Thursdays, 6 – 6:45 p.m. 

� Chancel Choir –  

      Thursdays, 7 – 8:30 p.m. 

Sat., Dec. 23 — 3-4 p.m. — Tai Chi —  

       Festal Hall  

Sun., Dec. 24 — 10 a.m. — ONE WORSHIP 

        SERVICE 

    4 p.m., 7 p.m. & 10 p.m.  

      Christmas Eve Services 

    8 p.m.—Piñata Party 

Mon.-Tues., Dec. 25 & 26 — Office Closed 

Sat., Dec. 30 —  3-4 p.m. — Tai Chi —  

        Festal Hall 

     7 p.m. — ”ChristmasTide” 

        Concert by  

        David Erickson 
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Coming up – Music for Youth and Children 

We are excited to involve our young people in music for the Advent 

and Christmas seasons! Youth Choir is for middle and high school 

students and Cherub Choir is for younger kids ages 4 and up. If you 

know someone who would like to par$cipate and I haven’t talked to 

you already, please let me know! 

 

Youth Choir (middle and high school students) 

Rehearsals in the choir room: 

 Sunday, December 10 at 9 a.m. and 11:40 a.m. 

 Wednesday, December 13 at 4:30 p.m. 

 Saturday, December 16 at 9:30 a.m. (dismissal aJer we do your carol) 

Please a�end as many rehearsals as you can, but at least one. 
 

Singing: Sunday, December 17 at 4 p.m. (Lessons and Carols) 

 Sunday, December 24 at 7 p.m. service (Christmas Eve) 
 

Cherub Choir (ages 4 through elementary) 

Rehearsal in the choir room: Sunday, December 17 at 11:40 a.m. in the choir room 

Singing: Sunday, December 24 at 10 a.m. service 

 

Andy 

 

Lessons and Carols 2017 

I’m happy to par$cipate in this long-standing and loved tradi$on of First Lutheran Church 

for the first $me this year. The annual Lessons and Carols service will be held on Sunday, 

December 17 at 4 p.m. in our sanctuary. We will do tradi$onal readings and carols from 

throughout the ages. We will also sing some favorite Christmas carols. Some of the com-

posers featured in the service include Vaughan Williams, Handel, Manz, and Berlioz. We 

will hear from our Chancel Choir (including some guest singers!) and our Youth Choir. I will 

conduct and David Erickson will be at the organ. Please mark your calendars to a.end this 

very special service! 
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PLEASE NOTE: 
 

All contributions must be received 

in the church office by 4:30 p.m. on 

Friday, December 29, 2017, or 

placed in the offering plate on 

Sunday, December 31, 2017, in 

order for them to be reflected on 

your 2017 contribution statement. 

All contributions received after this 

date will be posted in 2018. 

 

Offering envelopes for 2018 are 

available in the narthex. Please 

make sure you pick up your box of 

envelopes for the 

new year. If you 

h a v e  a n y 

questions, please 

contact Robin in 

the church office 

(717-249-3310). 

    
    

Haven’t submitted Haven’t submitted Haven’t submitted Haven’t submitted     

your stewardship form yet?your stewardship form yet?your stewardship form yet?your stewardship form yet?    
It is not too late to complete your Invitation to Stewardship 

form to indicate your financial commitment to the minis-

tries of our congregation for 2018. 
 

Additional stewardship forms remain available in the 

church office.  

 

INTERESTED IN SIGNING UP FOR 

E-GIVING? 

 

E-giving is an automatic transfer program that allows 

you to make financial contributions to First Lutheran 

electronically. E-giving authorization forms and lists of 

frequently asked questions are available in the church 

office and under the Members tab on our website 

(www.firstlutherancarlisle.org). Your authorization 

form, along with a voided check, should be dropped off 

in the church office or 

mailed to: 

 

First Lutheran Church 

Attn: Robin Orner 

21 South Bedford Street 

Carlisle, PA 17013 

 

Your information will be kept secure and confidential. 

“Thank You” from Habitat for Humanity Clients 

 

Habitat for Humanity is a local ministry supported by First through the activity of the Social Ministry 

Committee. The committee decided to contribute $2,500 of its budget to closing costs for clients pur-

chasing a new home from Habitat for Humanity. Recently, Yvonne Karper and Taylor Miller had the 

privilege to attend the closing where a local couple with two children, one of whom has special 

needs, finalized the purchase of their new home. What a joy it was to witness this very special occa-

sion for this family. In response to First’s contribution, this lovely family sent a note expressing the 

following: 
 

“We are very grateful and thankful for the gift your church gave us towards our home that was built 

by Habitat for Humanity. We are Christians, too, and know God is so good. God Bless!” 
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COOKIES! COOKIES! COOKIES! 
 

WELCA and the Social Ministry Committee are work-

ing together for our annual Christmas cookie cam-

paign, and we need a LOT of cookies! So everyone, 

get out your bowls and pans and bake up some of 

those delicious cookie recipes you have.  

Cookies will be delivered to our homebound mem-

bers, to the Cumberland County Prison and to truck-

ers passing through our town far from family and 

friends, giving them a little taste of home. Cookies 

are due in the Festal 

Hall kitchen by Sunday, 

December 17. Your con-

tinued support of this pro-

gram is very much appre-

ciated. Thank you! 

 

FAIR TRADE COFFEE UPDATE 
 

Our community of faith at First is fortunate to have 

experienced the faithful ministry of Elaine and 

Jered Hock in many forms for many years. Specifi-

cally, we are very grateful for their ten years of ser-

vice coordina$ng the sale of Lutheran World Relief 

(LWR) “fair trade” coffee, tea and chocolate to 

members and friends of our congrega$on. Thank 

you, Jered and Elaine, for your encouraging com-

mitment to par$cipate in Christ’s work for service 

to His crea$on! 
 

LWR is now offering fair trade coffee sourced di-

rectly from farmers par$cipa$ng in LWR projects. 

While the Social Ministry Commi.ee researches 

this new line of coffee, we encour-

age members to purchase fair trade 

coffee at local retailers, which as-

sures the maximum profit to grow-

ers, and/or to support LWR through 

monetary contribu$ons. Addi$onal 

informa$on regarding LWR’s new 

line of coffee will be forthcoming.  

CARLISLE C.A.R.E.S. HOST VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR JANUARY 
 

In January, First will serve as the host congrega$on for the Carlisle Combined Area Resources for 

Emergency Shelter (Carlisle C.A.R.E.S.) for individuals experiencing homelessness. It’s been our privi-

lege to serve this vital local ministry as a host congrega$on (and as a financial supporter) for many 

years. As we focus on the fullness of Advent and the celebra$on of the coming of our King of kings, 

Jesus, we are preparing to welcome His crea$on to our building for shelter from winter weather. 
 

Taylor Miller will be contac$ng individuals who have served as church host volunteers in the past. 

These individuals are present approximately two evenings per month, from 8:30 un$l 10 p.m., to wel-

come men (maximum of 30) who will spend the night in Festal Hall. A professional volunteer and a 

male overnight volunteer, both provided by Carlisle C.A.R.E.S., will also be present, and the church 

host volunteer serves to answer any ques$ons they have regarding First and the shelter area. Our 

goal is to finalize the schedule by December 15. Please consider serving again, or for the first $me, in 

giJing God’s own with the love of a warm, dry place to spend the night. For more informa$on, please 

contact Taylor Miller at 717-448-5363, 717-241-6424, or by email at taylormiller@comcast.net. 
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Bible Study — The WELCA bible study group will meet on Wednesday, December 6 at 9:30 a.m. in 

room 16. We encourage all the women of the church to join in study, planning and fellowship. 
 

Fall Rummage/Bake Sale Results — We would like to thank all those who donated their time and 
talents to help us reach a goal that enables us to send money to our local charities. Thank you to the men 
who helped on Saturday to pack and carry out bags and put racks and tables away. Thank you to Sam 
Orner and Bill Schirmer for delivering the unsold items to Volunteers of America, and always a thank you 
to Rich Wood and David Stum for their much needed help on Thursday. To all the bakers, thank you for 
all the goodies. Proceeds from the rummage sale amounted to $1,374.80, and from the bake sale we 
received $335.00. We appreciated everyone’s help! 

 

Camp Nawakwa Quilt Auction — We would like to thank Roxanne Konkel for her donation of a quilt 
to the auction. Her quilt brought in $155.00 for the camp. We also thank the following congregation 
members for their donations to the silent auction: Jeri Fitzsimons (scarf and glove set, wooden bottle 
topper and a copper wine bottle coaster), Karen Galbraith (Jumping Junebug earrings), Janelle Hoch 
(ceramic necklace), Shelby Hoch (key chain), Annette and Robert Nickey (framed photo and Penn State 
picture), Babette Hoch (pillow), Kathleen Hall (blue salad bowl and relish dish), Susan Kline (John Deere 
wall hanging), and Betty Nickey (hand woven linen sheet). The auction made over $14,000.00 for Camp 
Nawakwa! Thanks for your support, which enables Camp Nawakwa to continue to offer camping 
experiences to our children. Good job!  

 

Gift Table — The WELCA group will again offer a gift table of Rada Stainless and new and like-new 
items at the ’Round-the-Tree Carol Sing on Sunday, December 17. The gift table will be open after the 
Lessons & Carols service and before and during the Carol Sing. Money from the gift table is used for 
those in need. We will also be collecting for the women at Domestic Violence. Thank you so much! 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER BAGS 

 

Thanks to all who donated items for Project SHARE’s Thanksgiving dinner 

bag distribution in November! During December, Project SHARE will be 

providing dinner bags for Christmas, and the Social Ministry Committee is 

asking you to help by donating needed food items. Monetary donations are 

also greatly appreciated because Project SHARE’s purchasing power and partnerships can make 

our dollars stretch farther than we can at retail. Checks should be made payable to First Lutheran 

Church and noted for “Christmas Dinner Bags”. 

Frozen hams are also needed and should be taken directly to Project SHARE. The deadline for 

donations is Monday, December 4. Lists of needed food items are available in the church 
office, on the kiosk in the narthex and on the Social Ministry bulletin board located outside the 

church office. Donations should be placed in the designated container located in the hallway out-

side the church office. Let’s help make the holidays brighter for those less fortunate! 
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From Our Archives  

DAY OF INFAMY 

The Second Sunday in Advent, 
December 7, 1941, would not be a 
normal one for First Lutheran 
Church. When the morning service 
began it was 5:45 a.m. at the Pearl 
Harbor naval base and bombs had 
not yet fallen. By the time of the 
evening service it was 2:30 p.m., 
the Japanese attack was over, the 
Pacific fleet devastated, and the 
United States was at war. Con-
gress officially declared war on Ja-
pan the next day, December 8, 
1941 followed by a declaration of 
war against Germany December 
11. (Germany had already de-
clared war on the United States 
that same day.) 

A Men’s Retreat is coming in January 2018! The 

event will be at First Lutheran Church, Saturday 

morning, January 13. The theme is "Staying Con-

nected With God". Are you connected? How did 

you get connected? What is keeping you from stay-

ing connected? Mark your calendar and watch for 

details. 
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December 24 — 7 p.m. 

 3rd
-12th grade youth will assist 

with worship leadership 

    

Piñata Party Piñata Party Piñata Party Piñata Party     
A Piñata Party for children and youth A Piñata Party for children and youth A Piñata Party for children and youth A Piñata Party for children and youth 

(all ages) will be held in the (all ages) will be held in the (all ages) will be held in the (all ages) will be held in the 
Martin Luther Room follow-Martin Luther Room follow-Martin Luther Room follow-Martin Luther Room follow-
ing the 7 p.m. Christmas ing the 7 p.m. Christmas ing the 7 p.m. Christmas ing the 7 p.m. Christmas 
Eve service. Come join the Eve service. Come join the Eve service. Come join the Eve service. Come join the 
fun!fun!fun!fun!    

SOUP KITCHEN THANK YOU! 
 

Thank you to all the youth and adults who helped to prepare 

food for My Brother’s Table on October 1. We are grateful for 

those who helped prepare the meal, those who served and 

cleaned up at the soup kitchen, and those who baked cookies 

for dessert!  

    Winter Youth Retreat 

January 5-7, 2018 
 

Enjoy Kirchenwald in the winter! Play broom hockey and other 

games on the frozen pond. Have fun sledding, playing snow soc-

cer and other winter games. Creative Bible studies and wor-

ship experiences led by summer camp counselors are an important 

part of this retreat. Meet new friends and catch up with your sum-

mer camp friends. Other indoor and outdoor activities may be included, as 

the weather dictates. 

The cost for the weekend is $135.00, and scholarship money is available from First Lutheran. 

Please contact the Lutheran Camping Corporation office at (717) 677-8211 or visit 

www.lutherancamping.org for more information or if you wish to register. Registration forms 

are also available on the camp bulletin board near the church office. Registration deadline is 

Friday, December 15. 

ATTENTION YOUTH 

IN GRADES 3 — 9! 
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Check out our website! 
 

www.firstlutherancarlisle.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

21 South Bedford Street 

Carlisle, PA 17013 

717-249-3310 

717-249-2941 fax 

The Reverend Lisa M. Leber — pastor@firstlutherancarlisle.org - (717) 462-6138 

The Reverend Richard Lorenz — (717) 249-3310 

Andy Hoke — musician@firstlutherancarlisle.org - (717) 462-6140 

Erin McCusker — busadmin@firstlutherancarlisle.org - (717) 701-8318 

Robin Orner — secretary@firstlutherancarlisle.org - (717) 249-3310 

John Shughart, Jr. — (717) 249-3310 

Richard Wood — president@firstlutherancarlisle.org 

First Edition DECEMBER 2017 

Sunday Worship: 

8 & 10:30 a.m. – Holy Communion 

9:15 a.m. – Sunday Church School 

Pastor Leber’s sermons are posted on our 

website — so if you miss a Sunday or 

would like to share a sermon with a friend, 

visit www.firstlutherancarlisle.org and click 

on the “Worship” tab and then “Sermons.”  

Church Office Hours: 

Monday — Friday 

8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

Closed for lunch — 12:15-12:45 p.m. 

Newsletter articles are due by the 15th of each month. 


