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FFFFIRSTIRSTIRSTIRST    EEEEDITIONDITIONDITIONDITION    
NOVEMBER 2016NOVEMBER 2016NOVEMBER 2016NOVEMBER 2016     
We worship, welcome, witness, teach and serve 

in the name of  Jesus Christ. 

 The Annual Congregation Meeting 

has been scheduled for 

Sunday, November 13, 

following the 10:30 a.m. service. 
 

There will be a potluck luncheon prior to the meeting. 

Please bring something to share. 
 

Copies of  the Annual Report, 2017 Mission Spending Plan, and 

council nominee bios will be available, beginning October 30, at the 

church, online at www.firstlutherancarlisle.org or by calling the 

church office.  
 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

AN INVITATION TO JOIN US  

FOR IMPORTANT WORK: 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SundaySundaySundaySunday    
8:00 a.m. – Holy Communion 

9:15 a.m. – Sunday Church School 

10:30 a.m. – Holy Communion 
 

+ + + 

     Upcoming Worship HighlightsUpcoming Worship HighlightsUpcoming Worship HighlightsUpcoming Worship Highlights    
 

Sunday, Nov. 6 - All Saints 

As we remember members of First Lutheran who 

have died this past year, we invite you to bring 

along to worship a picture of a saint - a loved one 

you have lost (either recently or long ago) and 

would like to remember on this day. The pictures 

will be displayed on a table by the baptismal font 

(it will be helpful to have your picture(s) in a frame 

that stands up). 
 

Sunday, November 13 - Thankoffering Sunday 

The Women of the ELCA will serve as assisting 
ministers, lectors, greeters, and ushers this day, 
when we also will use the Of the Land and Seasons 
liturgy. Our guest preacher will be the Rev. Donna 
Hughes, Director of Community Service and Reli-
gious Life at Dickinson College. 

UpUpUpUp    coming Events at First:coming Events at First:coming Events at First:coming Events at First: 

� Brethren — Fine Arts — Sunday, Nov. 6 — 7 p.m. — See page 7 for more details. 

� Annual Congregational Meeting — Sunday, Nov. 13 — 11:30 a.m. 

� Carlisle Town Band — Sunday, November 20 — 3 p.m.  

� Advent Service of Remembrance - Sunday, November 27 — 4 p.m. — See above for more details. 

� Hanging of the Greens — Sunday, December 4 — 11:30 a.m. — See page 14 for more details. 

� Hershey Handbell Ensemble — Fine Arts — Sunday, Dec. 4 — 3 p.m. — See the December issue of 
the First Edition for more details. 

� Homeschool Children’s Choir Concert — Friday, December 9 

� Lessons & Carols (followed by light supper and ‘Round-the-Tree Carol Sing) — Sunday, 
December 11 — 4 p.m. 

� Cantate Carlisle Concerts — Saturday, December 17 — 8 p.m. and Sunday, December 18 — 3 p.m. 

 

ADVENT SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE 

NOVEMBER 27 — 4 P.M. 

The holiday season can be especially difficult for 

those who are grieving the loss of a loved one – 

whether a recent loss or a loss from long ago that 

still aches. While the world around us is filled with 

cheerful songs and holiday parties and merriment, 

our sorrow may weigh heavy on us, making it diffi-

cult to anticipate and celebrate the birth of our Sav-

ior with joy. 
 

We will be gathering in the chapel on Sunday, 

November 27, at 4 p.m. for an Advent Service of 

Remembrance. Come to be comforted by words of 

scripture, to sing songs of hope for the light which 

overcomes the darkness, and to remember loved 

ones. All who are in need of comfort are welcome. 
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USHERS (10:30 A.M.): 

November Head Usher: Ken Egolf 
 

11/6 Douglas Eshenour, Jodee Eshenour 

11/13 Cindy Markle, Ruth Osborne, Ethel Simmons 

11/20 Don Fry, Don Fraley 

11/27 Hope Miller, Taylor Miller, Steve Hogg 
COMMUNION SETUP 

(8 A.M.): Monica Frederick, Lisa Newton,  

 Sue Simmons 
 

(10:30 A.M.): 

11/6 Ann Roeder and Ruth Osborne 

11/13 Kathy Hall and Elaine Hock 

11/20 Cindy Allgyer and Ann Roeder 

11/27 Yvonne Karper and Debbie Reitzel 

FLOWER DISTRIBUTION 

(10:30 A.M.): 

11/6 Ann Roeder 

11/13 Sam and Robin Orner 

11/20 Taylor and Hope Miller 

11/27 Cindy Jones 

NURSERY (10:30 A.M.): 

11/6 Kathy Hall and Alecia Staley 

11/13 Cindy Allgyer and Jeri Fitzsimons 

11/20 Nancy Ingram and Cindy Markle 

11/27 Kathy Hall and Darlene Ramond 

ACOLYTES (10:30 A.M.): 

11/6 EmmaRose Harty, MaryGrace Harty, 

 Ben Galbraith, Josh Staley 

11/13 Ian Galbraith 

11/20 Sarah Raphael, Ben Galbraith, Ian Stum 

11/27 Michael Raphael, Josh Staley 

GREETERS (10:30 A.M.): 

11/6 Taylor and Hope Miller 

11/13 Norma Greider and Ann Jordan 

11/20 Karen Hollen and Nancy Ingram 

11/27 David and Elaine Haag 

ASSISTING MINISTERS: 

(8 A.M.) (10:30 A.M.) 

11/6 Sandy Kohler 11/6 Roger Williams  

11/13 Jacqueline Cook 11/13 Caryn Carr 

11/20 Chuck Martin 11/20 Hope Miller 

11/27 Terri Laquitara 11/27 Josh Staley  

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

(10:30 A.M.): 

11/6 Caryn Carr and Janet Jacobs 

11/13 Hope Miller and Karen Hollen 

11/20 Sandy Jumper and Kathy Brunie 

11/27 Kathy Hall and Don Osborne 

YOUTH USHERS (10:30 A.M.):  

11/6 Ian Galbraith 

11/13 None 

11/20 Luke Erickson 

11/27 None 

LECTORS: 

(8 A.M.) (10:30 A.M.) 

11/6 Rich Wood 11/6 Sarah Raphael  

11/13 Amy Baish 11/13 Karen Galbraith 

11/20 Jim Brantner 11/20 Hope Miller 

11/27 Lisa Newton 11/27 Donna Chestnut  
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WITH OUR MEMBERS 

Advent and Christmas previewAdvent and Christmas previewAdvent and Christmas previewAdvent and Christmas preview    
As hard as it is to believe, we are approaching the end of both the church year (which concludes on Christ the 

King Sunday, November 20) and the calendar year – and so we are beginning to look toward the Advent season 

of hopeful waiting for our Lord and the Christmas season of joyous celebration of His birth. We hope you will get 

these dates on your calendars so you can join us for worship and fellowship: 
 

Advent begins: Sunday, November 27 
 

Advent Service of Remembrance: Sunday, November 27, at 4 p.m. (please see page 2 for more information) 
 

Advent mid-week evening prayer: Wednesdays, November 30 and December 7, 14 and 21, at 7 p.m. (preceded 

by soup supper at 6:15).  
 

Hanging of the Greens: Sunday, December 4, after the 10:30 a.m. service (please see Youth Page-page 14 for 

more information) 
 

Advent Lessons and Carols: Sunday, December 11 at 4 p.m. (followed by a light supper 

and ‘Round the Tree Carol Sing) 
 

Christmas Eve candlelight communion: Saturday, December 24, at 4 p.m., 7 p.m. and 

10 p.m. 

BAPTISM 
 

Lyla Jane Sophia Stone 

daughter of Jeremy and Juliet Stone 
baptized — October 2, 2016 

DEATH 
 

Nancy Witmer Miller 

birth — August 26, 1924 

death — October 2, 2016 

The Carlisle Area Religious Council invites you to a  

Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Community Interfaith Thanksgiving 
ServiceServiceServiceService    

 

First United Church of ChristFirst United Church of ChristFirst United Church of ChristFirst United Church of Christ    

30 North Pitt Street, Carlisle30 North Pitt Street, Carlisle30 North Pitt Street, Carlisle30 North Pitt Street, Carlisle    

Wednesday, November 23, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.Wednesday, November 23, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.Wednesday, November 23, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.Wednesday, November 23, 2016, at 7:00 p.m.    

Plan now to attend this expression of unity as we 
thank God for the blessings he continues to bestow on 

our great nation.     

An offering will be taken for Project SHARE. 

 

Please join us on Sunday, November 20, following the 10:30 a.m. service to make Please join us on Sunday, November 20, following the 10:30 a.m. service to make Please join us on Sunday, November 20, following the 10:30 a.m. service to make Please join us on Sunday, November 20, following the 10:30 a.m. service to make 
Advent wreaths for you to use at home during the Advent season, which starts the Advent wreaths for you to use at home during the Advent season, which starts the Advent wreaths for you to use at home during the Advent season, which starts the Advent wreaths for you to use at home during the Advent season, which starts the 
next Sunday (November 27). We will meet in Festal Hall. Healthy snacks will be next Sunday (November 27). We will meet in Festal Hall. Healthy snacks will be next Sunday (November 27). We will meet in Festal Hall. Healthy snacks will be next Sunday (November 27). We will meet in Festal Hall. Healthy snacks will be 
available while you are making your wreath to tide you over until available while you are making your wreath to tide you over until available while you are making your wreath to tide you over until available while you are making your wreath to tide you over until 
lunch. In order to have enough supplies available, please elunch. In order to have enough supplies available, please elunch. In order to have enough supplies available, please elunch. In order to have enough supplies available, please e----mail Robin mail Robin mail Robin mail Robin 
at secretary@firstlutherancarlisle.org or call the church office at 249at secretary@firstlutherancarlisle.org or call the church office at 249at secretary@firstlutherancarlisle.org or call the church office at 249at secretary@firstlutherancarlisle.org or call the church office at 249----
3310 by November 17 if you are interested in participating. We hope 3310 by November 17 if you are interested in participating. We hope 3310 by November 17 if you are interested in participating. We hope 3310 by November 17 if you are interested in participating. We hope 
you will join us! you will join us! you will join us! you will join us!     
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Fitzsimons, Jeri 11/1 

Rice, Mary 11/2 

Fry, Patricia 11/3 

Mulholland, Rebecca 11/3 

Reeder Jr., Lester 11/3 

Hollen, Robert 11/6 

Henderson, Nina 11/9 

Failor, Eugene 11/12 

Bigelow, Richard 11/14 

Bartko, John 11/17 

Clifford, Sherlene 11/17 

Egolf, June 11/19 

Haag, D. Elaine 11/19 

Helwig, Brenda 11/19 

Grell II, Donald 11/21 

Markle, Cindy 11/22 

Weibley-D’Cruz, Brittany 11/23 

Galbraith, Ian 11/24 

Reitzel, Merritt 11/24 

Smith, Shirley 11/24 

Staley, Joshua 11/24 

White, James 11/24 

Markle, Holly 11/25 

Van Orden, Glendora 11/25 

Shoff, Alyssa 11/26 

Alvarez, Elaine 11/29 

Zink, Ashley 11/30 

 

Monday — Friday 

8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m. 

If you are a 

member of 

First Lutheran, 

have a birthday 

this month, and 

do not see your 

name listed, 

please contact 

Robin in the 

church office so 

our records can 

be updated. 

Thanks! 

Reminder: 

Deadline for the December 

newsletter is November 15. 

Pastor Leber’s sermons are now posted 

on our website — so if you miss a Sunday 

or would like to share a sermon with a 

friend, visit www.firstlutherancarlisle.org 

and click on the “Worship” tab and then 

“Sermons.”  

The church office will be closed 

on Thursday, November 24, and 

Friday, November 25, for the 

Thanksgiving holiday. 
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL OCTOBER HIGHLIGHTS 

� Council approved the following at its meeting on October 18: 
 

♦ Mission Spending Plan for 2017 of $583,100 

♦ Capital Projects budget for 2017 of $97,500 

♦ Transfer stock gift of $44,095 from Money Market Trust account to Reserve Maintenance account 

♦ Request for funds from the Memorial account to purchase pew ropes at an estimated cost of $650 

♦ Elise Erickson, EmmaRose Harty and MaryGrace Harty to be received into the confirmed membership 

of our congregation on October 30, 2016 

♦ Date of November 13, 2016, for our annual congregation meeting and potluck dinner following the 

second service 

♦ Slate of David Erickson, Donald Grell and Patty Gillingham for the 2017 Nominating Committee to be 

elected at the annual congregational meeting 

♦ Slate of David Haag and Phyllis Orenyo to complete one-year terms on congregation council to be 

elected at the annual congregational meeting 

♦ Slate of Caryn Carr, Jay Chestnut, Jeri Fitzsimons, Tali Martin and Sam Simmons to serve three-year 

terms on congregation council to be elected at the annual congregational meeting 
 

� Council granted permission for the YWCA to conduct an after-school program in our building for students 

from LeTort school. The program will begin after Christmas break. 

� Committee liaisons were asked to review website information and have their respective committees update as 

needed. 

 

Ken Egolf 

Congregation Council President 

Week Of 
Sunday  Total Sunday 

Offering 
8:00 a.m. 10:30 a.m. Attendance 

Aug. 29 — Sept. 4 
Summer schedule —  

One service at 9:30 a.m. 
98 $5,514.00 

Sept. 5 — 11 28 106 134 $3,864.00 

Sept. 12 — 18 43 96 139 $5,057.80 

Sept. 19 — 25 31 113 144 $5,780.40 

Offerings reported in the above totals represent the following funds: Benevolence, Current, Plate, 

Sunday School, Initial Offerings, and The Lutheran.  
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FIRST 

EVANGELICAL 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

21 S. Bedford Street 

Carlisle, PA 17013 

717-249-3310 

www.firstlutherancarlisle.org 

 

CARLISLE YWCA BENEFIT CONCERTCARLISLE YWCA BENEFIT CONCERTCARLISLE YWCA BENEFIT CONCERTCARLISLE YWCA BENEFIT CONCERT    
    

BRETHRENBRETHRENBRETHRENBRETHREN    
In ConcertIn ConcertIn ConcertIn Concert    

presented bypresented bypresented bypresented by    
    

FINE ARTS AT FIRST FINE ARTS AT FIRST FINE ARTS AT FIRST FINE ARTS AT FIRST     
  

 

  BRETHREN, a Christian male vocal ensemble of professional, military, 

and church musicians from the Northern Virginia/Washington, D.C. area, will 

perform a Benefit Concert for the Carlisle YWCA on Sunday, November 6, at 7 

P.M. at First Lutheran Church. Music will include traditional hymns, spirituals, 

patriotic standards, and southern gospel. The concert will be presented in 

memory of Nancy J. George, a member of First Lutheran who was a dedicated 

community leader and staunch supporter of the YWCA. All proceeds raised at 

the performance will support the organization’s mission to provide programs 

empowering women and children. 
 

 Since its founding in 2006, Brethren has grown from 12 to 30 singers 

who hail from 19 different states in the Union. A versatile choral group, Breth-

ren divides into different ensembles that travel over the United States. Whether 

the men are singing a cappella or accompanied by instruments, listeners are 

touched by their moving arrangements and artistry. Their musicianship is an 

impeccable blend of beautiful sound, phrasing, and diction. Brethren performed 

for Fine Arts at First in 2008 and was so well-received that it inspired a return 

engagement. We know you will find their performance truly inspirational! 
 

 With five recordings, Brethren's latest album, Prayers and Praises, is 

sung entirely a cappella and showcases some of the best choral writing penned 

for men's chorus in the last 100 years. Visit their website at 

www.brethrengroup.com to experience their sound. 
 

 Sponsored by Fine Arts at First, the concert is free of admission and will 

be followed by a dessert reception. Because many of the singers have church 

obligations on Sunday mornings, they are only available in the evening, so 

please note their 7 P.M. concert time. 

“O music...thou hast taught us to see with our ears 

and hear with our hearts.” 

 ~ Kahlil Gibran ~ 
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First Lutheran Church HistoryFirst Lutheran Church HistoryFirst Lutheran Church HistoryFirst Lutheran Church History    

This article is the eighteenth (and last) in a series written by Rich Wood and celebrating First Lutheran’s 

history and our 250th anniversary as a congregation 

 

ONWARD TO TWO HUNDRED FIFTY 2001-2015 
 

Two months after Pastor William Jacobs’ departure, and in the midst of a continuing controversy over pas-
toral care, First Lutheran congregational members met on June 17, 2001, to decide whether or not to pro-
ceed with the long contemplated worship space renovation project. The 75 members present voted 45-18 
(with 12 individuals presumably not voting) to proceed with the project at a projected cost of $1,400,000. 
Of this sum $1,000,000 was to be borrowed from the church’s Heritage-Goodyear fund to be repaid over a 
30-year period. It was borrowed but never repaid, being written off by unanimous congregational vote in 
2006. Four hundred thousand dollars was also to be raised by the congregation’s 350 giving units (at the 
time of the June vote 15 of those units had pledged $75,000). The renovation began and proceeded apace 
and on May 9, 2002, the renovated church sanctuary was dedicated. 
 
There was no called pastor to preside over the newly renovated worship space. There had not been one 
since 2001 and yet another year was to pass, during all of which time lay congregational members essen-
tially ran the church. This was most notable in the person of the “Interim Director of Liturgy” who as-
sumed responsibilities not only for the music program, but also for functions one would ordinarily expect 
of a called pastor: planning and directing preparations for all liturgies including weddings and funerals; 

scheduling and communicating with supply pastors; bulletin preparation; training of assisting ministers 

and communion assistants; communication with the congregation council and the like. Because of the du-

ties and responsibilities assigned, there was potential for conflict with the council, congregational members 
and a new pastor when called. Anecdotal evidence indicates that such conflict did arise. 
 
First Lutheran’s time without a regular called pastor came to an end September 7, 2003, with the congrega-
tion voting to call Charles A. Brophy to the pastorate. He began on November 10, 2003. His retirement 
was honored on Sunday, August 4, 2013, his last day of pastoral service to the congregation. The transition 
between pastors was much smoother this time. Pastor Lisa M. Leber accepted her two-year proffered term 
call on July 7, 2013, and began on Monday, August 5; on May 10, 2015, the congregation voted to call her 

under a “regular” call, a position she holds as of this writing. 
 
Pastors Brophy and Leber would serve a First Lutheran that had changed and continued to change. Mem-
bership had declined over the years. Though probably mainly due to the “purging” of the rolls, but also to 
congregational departures, the official number of baptized members shrank dramatically from 1,481 in 
1999 to 579 in 2015. Likewise average weekly attendance dropped from 288 in 1999 to between 135 and 
150 in 2013-2015, where it has remained relatively stable. The church also maintained its historic, if lam-
entable, dependence on endowment interest and gifts to fund budgetary shortfalls. The 2003 annual meet-
ing reported that giving had fallen approximately 12 percent over the past year “conjecturing that the lack 
of a pastor has had a dulling effect on giving,” and a later report observed that “potential donors may come 
to regard the church as ‘rich’ [because of the large endowment] and that “people usually give just barely 
what they think they must in order to sustain the church they have been led to expect.” 
 
With both declining membership and attendance, a continuing overdependence on endowment interest to 
fund expenses, as well as a legacy of inter-congregational conflict extending back a decade or more, First 
Lutheran’s leadership recognized that this situation could not long continue. This perception was con-
firmed by an outside consultation report the church commissioned in 2009. The Alban Institute’s Novem-

Part Eighteen 
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ber 2009 report described First Lutheran as “either a stable urban congregation of about 150 mostly older 
adults or a declining downtown congregation struggling to maintain its building.” The two characterizations 
were not mutually exclusive, and the report noted grimly that most congregations in that position simply con-
tinued to drift until a turnaround was impossible. It warned that “rousing a declining church is never easy” and 
would require willingness to accept some conflict and resistance. 
 
The Alban report recommended several ways the church could “begin” to turn itself around. These included 
focusing on the welcome and assimilation of newcomers (including in the words of the report “the most im-
portant front door...is on the website”), identify and publicize our strengths and core values (traditional sacred 
music and liturgical worship and a strong commitment to outreach ministries). Given the history of conflict 
within the congregation, it was also recommended that the council take the lead “by agreeing that it will not 
tolerate exclusionary ‘fighting words’ in its own deliberations,” noting that there had been “harsh language” in 
particular relating to the sexuality and church music issues that were being discussed at the time. The Alban 
report’s aftermath led to a series of “holy conversations” about First Lutheran’s priorities and missions, discus-
sions which continued with the upcoming anniversary in mind (and actually beyond to 2016). 
 
2015 was a celebratory year for First Lutheran — our 250th anniversary as a congregation. There were physical 
manifestations such as a calendar, a photo montage, an anniversary dinner and an October celebration service. 
But unlike previous anniversary years that featured one or even two full weeks of events, that of 2015 extend-
ed over a full year of monthly “service” projects emphasizing the number 250 (250 phone cards for service-
men, 250 one-pound hams donated to Project SHARE for Easter and 250 personal care and clothing items for 
Carlisle C.A.R.E.S.). In all cases the 250 goal, whatever it was for, was oversubscribed, and the congregation 
collected a total of $14,281 and over 6,000 items to give away to organizations serving people in need near and 
far. 
 
First Lutheran’s 2015 annual report documents numerous outreach projects at the “grass roots” level, some old 
and some newer. Sunday school and Vacation Bible School have long been congregational staples, as has mis-
sionary support and participation in Lutheran World Relief and World Hunger. Fine Arts at First maintains an 
active series of performances. The Men’s Huddle and its members meet regularly for devotions, discussions 
and outreach—including hosting the father/son banquet and serving at the mother/daughter banquet. Our Sister 
Parish Committee supports the activities of Divine Redeemer in El Salvador. Members are active in local out-
reach sponsored by the Social Ministry Committee, such as collecting school supplies for needy students and 
cookies for truckers, providing shelter for individuals and families through Carlisle C.A.R.E.S., which First 
hosts for a month each year, helping with distribution of food at Project SHARE, and ringing the bell for the 
Salvation Army during Advent. There is active participation in the Fair Trade program, and the church pews 
are brightened each fall by the quilts sewn by the Women of the ELCA (WELCA), who also assemble and 
pack items for Lutheran World Relief personal care kits and sponsor the twice annual rummage sale, with 
monies collected going to various local organizations. 
 
Martin Luther taught that we were at the same time both saints and sinners. In its 250 years, the people of First 
Lutheran have exhibited both qualities in abundance, as summarized in the sermon of our Celebration Sunday 
October 18, 2015. We have welcomed strangers, prayed for the sick, offered shelter, fed the hungry, and sup-
ported missionaries and seminarians (and seminaries as well—First Lutheran has been an active supporter of 
the Seminary at Gettysburg since its founding in 1826). We have baptized children, married couples and bur-
ied the dead. At the same time we have “bickered and disagreed and chosen sides and behaved badly...” Both 
have been part of our history, our 250-year journey as people of God in Carlisle where “It’s a miracle, actually, 
what God can do with us sinful, broken creatures.” 
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PASTOR’S BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesdays from 11-11:45 a.m. in  

room 16 (across from the office) 
 

Join us as we study the scripture readings 

for the upcoming Sunday! 

 

Adult Forum 
 

Our current video series, Ten Commandments, led by Caryn Carr, will conclude on November 

20. Beginning November 27, the Adult Forum will begin a bible study on Galatians by N.T. 

Wright. This study will be led by Ken Egolf and will conclude on December 18. 

Please join us on Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. in the lounge off the Martin Luther Room. 

All adults are welcome! 

 

2016 ADVENT WALKING TOUR OF CARLISLE CHURCHES 
 

You are cordially invited to participate in this year’s Advent Walking Tour of Carlisle Churches scheduled for 

Saturday, December 3, starting at 1 p.m. This is a free community event and will provide an opportunity to 

see four of Carlisle’s downtown churches and learn about their unique history and traditions of Advent and 

Christmas. This event also provides the participant an opportunity to see some of the unique architecture, 

interiors, and beautiful stained glass. Come join in singing festive hymns and carols in a spirit of fellowship! 

This year’s church tour schedule is as follows: 
 

 1 p.m. - First United Church of Christ - 30 N. Pitt St. 

 1:30 p.m. - Carlisle Alliance Church - 287 E. North St. 

 2 p.m. - Shiloh Baptist Church - 409 N. West St. 

 2:30 p.m. - St. Paul Lutheran Church - 201 W. Louther St. 
 

The event will start at the First United Church of Christ located at the corner of North Pitt and West 

Louther Streets. There is plenty of parking in the rear of the church. After parking tour participants will enter 

First United Church of Christ through the rear entrance. Church doors open at 12 noon for registration. 

Participants who are unable to walk will have transportation provided to each of the venues. 

You can be part of 

“Operation Christmas 

Child.” Pack a shoe box 

with items for a child, 

(include $7.00 for ship-

ping) and put a smile on 

the face of a child in an-

other part of the world. Information about 

this project is available on the Social Minis-

try bulletin board located in the hallway near 

the church office. 



 

11 

Bible Study — The WELCA group will meet for bible study on 

Wednesday, November 2, in room 16 at 9 a.m. Hope to see you 
there!  

Rummage Sale Thank You — THANK YOU to the many 

people who helped make our fall rummage and bake sale a success: 
those who donated items for the sale, those who baked, those who helped set up and straighten up, and those 
who helped pack and clean up after the sale. It really is a joint effort, and we appreciate all the help. We raised 
$1,668.00 from the rummage sale and $166.60 from the bake sale. Monies from the sale are used for our dona-
tions to Project SHARE, Carlisle C.A.R.E.S., Samaritan Fellowship, Habitat for Humanity, Meals on Wheels, 
Domestic Violence and other charities. 
 

Thankoffering Sunday — Thankoffering Sunday will be celebrated on Sunday, November 13, at the 8 a.m. 

and 10:30 a.m. services. On this day we will be thanking God for his many blessings this beautiful fall season 
and for the women of First Lutheran who give of the time and talents in so many ways. Our speaker at both ser-
vices will be the Rev. Donna Hughes from Dickinson College. 

Thankoffering Sunday is also a time to remember others who are not as fortunate as we are — women and chil-
dren in crisis, whether from domestic abuse, homelessness or lack of education. Your donations can help! Mon-
ies given to Thankoffering will aid these women and children and will help with scholarships for those wanting 
to enter the ministry. Please give generously so that other women can live useful lives and children can grow 
knowing that others are thinking of them with love. Checks should be made payable to WELCA and marked for 
Thankoffering. Envelopes should be plainly marked for Thankoffering. A special envelope is included in this 
newsletter for your use. Thank you from all those who you have helped! 
 

Upcoming Event — The WELCA group will have a gift table set up at the ‘Round-the-Tree Carol Sing on 

December 11. We will have new and like-new items for gift giving and for yourself. The RADA collection will 
also be available (stainless, knives and other items), which are very nice gift items at a very reasonable price. 
Monies received from the gift table are used as a love offering for those in need. 

Once again this year, 

members of First Lu-

theran will have an 

opportunity to sup-

port our neighbors, 

The Salvation Army, 

with their Red Kettle 

campaign. We will be at K-Mart on the Wal-

nut Bottom Road on Saturday, November 

26, from 9 a.m.-9 p.m. ringing in one-hour 

shifts. We encourage our youth to participate 

as well. Come join us and ring in the season. 

For more information or to volunteer for a 

shift, please contact Yvonne Karper at 243-

6847. Thank you! 
 

~ The Social Ministry Committee ~ 

The Salvation Army’s 

Angel Tree will be 

available in the nar-

thex beginning Sun-

day, November 20. 

You are invited to pick 

an angel tag from the 

tree and purchase an item of clothing and a 

toy for the child listed on the tag. Gifts are to 

be placed in a large black plastic bag (one for 

each child) with the angel tag placed around 

the tied bag and brought to the church of-

fice no later than Monday, December 5. 

Thank you for your support. 
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Turkeys andThanksgiving Dinner Bags 
 

     The Social Ministry committee will be collecting Thanksgiving dinner bags for 

Project SHARE, and the committee members are asking for your help! You may do-

nate a dinner bag consisting of the items listed below by bringing it to the church 

no later than Sunday, November 13. Items should be placed in a brown grocery bag 

and dropped off in the wooden collection boxes located in the narthex and in the hall-

way outside the church office. Monetary donations for any amount will also be accepted. (A donation of $38 

will provide a complete dinner, which includes a turkey.) Checks should be made payable to First Lutheran 

Church and noted Thanksgiving Dinner Bags on the memo line. Your donation will be greatly appreciated! In 

addition, donations of frozen turkeys, gift cards or coupons for turkeys can be dropped off at Project 

SHARE before November 14. 

Items needed for one dinner: can of sweet potatoes or fresh potatoes, 2 cans of green beans (low sodium), 

can of corn, stuffing mix, can of fruit (in juice), bottle of 100% juice, can of turkey gravy, brownie mix, and a 

card of thanksgiving or encouragement 

A CHRISTMAS GIFT FOR YOU 

AND FOR THE THIRD-WORLD POOR 
  

It’s as easy as supporng the LWR Fair Trade Project. In underdeveloped countries, farmer associaons reinvest 

premiums from Fair Trade products in their communies, developing clean water systems, health clinics, and 

schools. They benefit even though our prices are about 30% less than comparable products in Carlisle-area markets. 

 

Christmas orders will be taken through Sunday, December 4. The following order a*er that will close in late March. 
 

Chocolate Bars Are Back:  

2.8 oz. organic, $2.30 each: Very Dark (71% cacao); Dark Chocolate with Almonds (55% cacao); and 

Milk Chocolate Caramel Crunch with Sea Salt (41% cacao) 

Divine milk chocolate bars, 1.5 oz., $1.50 each 
 

Organic Teas, all 20 bags per box for $2.75: 

English Breakfast, Chai, Green Tea, and Rooibos (Naturally caffeine free) 
 

Organic Coffee, 10-12 oz. bags (Numbers indicate strength from # 1, mildest, to # 4, strongest), all 

$6.40: 

Mind, Body, Soul (#1 + #3 blend), whole bean only; Breakfast Blend (#1 + # 4 blend), both drip grind 

and whole bean; Love Buzz (# 2 + # 4 blend), both drip grind and whole bean; and Midnight Sun (#4), 

whole bean only 
 

Single-Serve Coffee Cups: Organic Breakfast Blend: 6 boxes of 12 cups each, for a total of 72 cups per 

case, $39.00. These fair trade cups are compable with all Keurig®-compable single serve machines 

EXCEPT the Vue®. 
 

You may order full cartons of any other coffee, tea, or chocolate on the LWR Fair Trade website. 
 

Contact Jered and Elaine Hock at 717-243-0471 or jeredandelaine@comcast.net. 
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The following e-mails were sent between Patty Gillingham, our Sister Parish contact, and Pastor Fernandez at 

Divine Redeemer in El Salvador:  
 

08/13/2016 Pastor Fernandez wrote: 

“Dear sister Patty, 
 

Peace and love of God be with you now and always. I apologize for the delayed response, but out of all activi-
ties of the 30th anniversary of the Bishopric Lutheran, have a problem with foot, medical exams and other for 
surgery, thank God no risks and will be a couple of weeks for complete recovery. 
 

We are fine with the amount of the budget for next year 2017. 
Bakery Fund:       $5,150.00 
Vocation Fund:     $1,200.00 
Total for 2017 $6,350.00USD ($3,175.00USD wired twice a year) 
 

Then I share photos of the 30th Anniversary of our Lutheran Bishopric and our presence as a parish. Greetings 
to all the beautiful people, children and thanks for your help in communication and for all the love for our com-
munity. 
 

Brotherly hugs, Belinda Fernandez 
The Divine Redeemer Church San Miguel, El Salvador” 
 

08/19/2016 Patty Gillingham replied: 

“Dear Pastor Belinda, 
 

We are very sorry to hear about surgery on your foot. We hope and pray for a successful surgery and a full re-
covery. Please do not worry. We know you are very busy. Many thanks for your reply on the budget. I have not 
received photos of the Lutheran bishopric 30th anniversary. Please forward a second time. 
 

We very much appreciate all of your kind words and expressions of appreciation. We send many warm hugs 
and smiles to all our brothers and sisters at Divine Redeemer. We pray for you and ask God for you to recover 
completely and quickly. 
 

God bless you and make you well once more. 
 

Sincerely, Patty Gillingham” 

NEWS FROM OUR SISTER PARISH IN EL SALVADOR  

 

Dear First Lutheran Church, 
 

Thank you for your recent gift of $500.00 [in August] to West Virginia Flood. It provides help and hope in the 

face of devastation and makes possible rapid and flexible response. We cannot do this important work without 

you. 
 

Our church is known for our capacity to respond effectively to disasters. In many of the hardest hit areas, 

Lutheran Disaster Response or its partners through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is already there. 

We couple the generosity of your gift with the presence and knowledge of the needs at the local level. 
 

Your gift comes at a moment when we are responding to more significant disasters in a compressed period than 

any time in decades. Every gift is crucial. Thank you. It is by faith and grace that a time of despair can be turned 

into a season of hope. 
 

With gratitude for your partnership in this ministry, 
 

The Rev. Daniel Rift 

Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 
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November 13, 3 p.m. 
 

Meet at the church at 3 p.m. to prepare food for 

the soup kitchen (3-12th grades) - serve dinner 

at My Brother’s Table. 

Hanging of the Hanging of the Hanging of the Hanging of the 

GreensGreensGreensGreens    

Kids of ALL ages are in-

vited to stay after church 

on Sunday, December 4, to 

help decorate the church! 

After a quick pizza lunch, 

we will hang wreathes, put 

ornaments on trees, and 

set up the 

crèche. This is 

a joint Worship 

& Music and 

Youth event—

please join us! 
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Dear Church, 
 

On behalf of the Hope Station Neighborhood Council 

and the kids, I would like to thank you for your 

generous and continual support of Hope Station. We 

appreciate giving people, like yourselves, who have such 

a strong concern to help further our mission in the 

Hope Station Opportunity Area. Your donation will 

help to make Hope Station a continued success. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

James R. Washington, Jr. 

Executive Director 

 

Dear First Lutheran, 
 

I would like to thank you all for the lovely care 

package you gave me. (Also, I meant to write this 

earlier, but as you can imagine, my schedule is 

busy.) My roommate and I have both been 

enjoying the snacks, and I feel especially grateful 

for all of the love and support you are giving me 

through this wonderful and challenging time. I 

wish you all great blessings, and I look forward to 

seeing you all over the winter break. 
 

 Love, 

 Maddy Staley 

 

Dear First Lutheran Church, 
 

 Thank you for your generous support of 

Lutheran Disaster Response. You are bringing God’s 

hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives have 

been disrupted by disaster. Blessings to you as you 

continue to live out God’s call to love our neighbor. 
 

 ~ Lutheran Disaster Response ~ 

 

Dear First Lutheran Church, 
 

 Thank you for your support of ELCA 

World Hunger. Your leadership in this work of 

our church makes a difference for families and 

communities in need. Blessings to you as you 

continue to live our God’s call to love our 

neighbor. 
 

 ~ The ELCA World Hunger Team ~ 

cÉ|Çáxàà|tá? jÜxtà{á 9 jÉÜÄw [âÇzxÜcÉ|Çáxàà|tá? jÜxtà{á 9 jÉÜÄw [âÇzxÜcÉ|Çáxàà|tá? jÜxtà{á 9 jÉÜÄw [âÇzxÜcÉ|Çáxàà|tá? jÜxtà{á 9 jÉÜÄw [âÇzxÜ    
 

Poinsettias and wreaths will be purchased to decorate the nave for Christmas. As in 

the past, donations of the cost of the flowers will be received in memory or in honor 

of loved ones. From these donations, sixty flowers will be purchased. Twenty-four of 

them, plus or minus, will be given to the homebound. The remaining thirty-six will be 

available to those who want to take their flower with them. If there are more re-

quests to take flowers than the thirty-six remaining, the order of sixty will be 

increased. After the flowers have been purchased, the balance of the money received 

will go to World Hunger. Those who contribute will have their names and the names of their loved ones 

printed in the bulletin. This procedure should limit the number of poinsettias, while at the same time beautiful-

ly decorating the nave and contributing to World Hunger. 

The cost for poinsettias is $8.00 each. We are also in need of eight 24" wreaths at a cost of $28.00 each, six 30" 

wreaths at a cost of $34.00 each, and one 34” wreath at a cost of $37.00. Order forms are available on the kiosk 

in the narthex and in the church office. You may also place an order by calling Robin in the church office at 249-

3310 or by emailing her at secretary@firstlutherancarlisle.org. Completed order forms, along with payment, 

should be placed in the offering plate or dropped off in the church office. Orders must be received by Sun-

day, December 18. Please make checks payable to First Lutheran Church marked for “poinsettias”, “wreaths” 

or “World Hunger.” 

Thanks for being 

on “Board.” 
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label 

 

Check out our website! 
 

www.firstlutherancarlisle.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

21 South Bedford Street 

Carlisle, PA 17013 

717-249-3310 

717-249-2941 fax  

www.firstlutheracarlisle.org 

The Reverend Lisa M. Leber — pastor@firstlutherancarlisle.org - (717) 462-6138 

The Reverend Richard Lorenz — (717) 249-3310 

David Erickson — dve@pa.net 

Erin McCusker — busadmin@firstlutherancarlisle.org - (717) 701-8318 

Robin Orner — secretary@firstlutherancarlisle.org - (717) 249-3310 

John Shughart, Jr. — (717) 249-3310 

Ken Egolf — president@firstlutherancarlisle.org 
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